
    

  

27 August 2026 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

This week has been one of connection, learning and celebration across our Iona College 
community, with students, staff and families coming together in a variety of meaningful 
ways. 
 
Staff Formation Day: Our Two Marys, One Mission 
On Tuesday 25 August, staff participated in our annual Staff Formation Day, spending 
time together in beautiful Birregurra as we continued to deepen our understanding of the 
unique charism and Catholic identity of Iona College through the theme Our Two Marys, 
One Mission.  
 
Birregurra holds special significance for our College as the birthplace of Mary Glowrey, 
and staff were privileged to learn more about the lives, faith and witness of two 
remarkable women who continue to inspire our community: Mary Glowrey and Saint Mary 
MacKillop.  
 
We were delighted to welcome Louise McGrath, great-niece of Mary Glowrey, who shared 
personal insights into Mary's life, vocation and enduring legacy of compassion and 
service. Staff also enjoyed an engaging presentation from Sr Rita Malavisi from the Mary 
MacKillop Spirituality Centre, who invited us to reflect more deeply on the courage, 
determination and faith of Australia's first saint, Mary MacKillop. 
A highlight of the day was our pilgrim walk through Birregurra to St Peter's Church, taking 
time to walk on Country, reflect on the history of the area and journey together as a faith 
community. Staff celebrated Mass with Fr Andrew Hayes, gathering around the 
Eucharistic table in prayer and thanksgiving. 
 
Throughout the day there was a wonderful spirit of joy, collegiality and learning. Time 
away from the busyness of everyday school life allowed staff to strengthen relationships, 
reflect on our shared mission, learn more about the rich history of the region and renew 
our commitment to the values of compassion, courage, service and hope embodied by our 
College patrons. It was a valuable opportunity to pause, connect and continue developing 
the Catholic identity that is at the heart of Iona College.  

  
 



    

  

 
 
Parent Teacher Student Progress Meetings 
This week also marked the commencement of our Parent Teacher Student Progress 
Meetings. It was wonderful to welcome so many families to the College on Monday 
evening and to hear the buzz of conversation throughout the school as parents, students 
and teachers met together to discuss learning progress and future goals. 
These meetings are an important opportunity for families and staff to work in partnership 
to support the young people of Iona College through their studies and personal growth. 
We thank all families who attended and engaged so positively in these conversations. 
The next round of meetings will take place online on Tuesday 1 September. Families who 
have not yet made a booking are encouraged to do so and take advantage of this 
valuable opportunity to connect with teachers and discuss their child's progress. 
 
 



    

  

 
Opening Night Approaches for Two Weeks with the Queen 
 
Excitement is building as our school production, Two Weeks with the Queen, opens this 
weekend. Our talented students and dedicated staff have been working tirelessly in 
rehearsals, demonstrating tremendous commitment, creativity and teamwork in bringing 
this much-loved story to life. 
We are incredibly proud of the effort that has gone into preparing the production and 
cannot wait to see the final result on stage. It promises to be a wonderful show not to be 
missed. 
 
World Youth Day Launch 
On 13 August, fifteen Iona students attended the World Youth Day Launch, hosted by the 
Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne and Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools 
(MACS). 
 
The day brought together approximately 380 young people from across the Archdiocese 
and was filled with music, faith, testimonies and opportunities for connection. 
Wavemakers led participants in song and meaningful conversations about living with 
purpose, integrity and compassion. It was a fantastic opportunity to build connections with 
young people from other schools in the Melbourne Archdiocese. Students were delighted 
by the Korean-themed food and the joyful energy in the room.  
Participants reflected on Pope Francis' call to be Pilgrims of Hope and explored the theme 
for World Youth Day 2027:"Take courage! I have overcome the world" (John 16:33). 
Students were encouraged to consider how they can demonstrate courage in their 
everyday lives, embrace new opportunities, contribute positively to their communities and 
be a source of hope and encouragement to others.World Youth Day will take place in 
Seoul, South Korea in August 2027, and we look forward to exploring ways that Iona 
College can be involved in this significant pilgrimage and faith experience for young 
people. 
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Term 3 Student Progress Meetings - Reminder 
 

A reminder for the upcoming online student progress meetings. Bookings close tomorrow 
on Friday 28 August.  
 
Tuesday 1 September – Online, 3.30 – 6.30 pm 
Bookings via PAM: Open from Wednesday 12 August and close at 4.30 pm on Friday 28 
August. 

Year 7 Grandparent/Special Person Morning Tea – RSVP Closes Tomorrow 
 

 
 
A reminder to our Year 7 families to please RSVP for our inaugural Year 7 
Grandparent/Special Person Morning Tea. RSVPs are due by tomorrow, Friday 28 
August. 
 
The RSVP link can be found in the initial email invitation. 
 
Date: Tuesday 8 September 
Venue: Iona College Stadium 
Time: Please refer to your email invitation for your allocated time. 

Iona Pathways Press 

 

 
 
This week’s edition of the Careers and Pathways team’s Pathways press is available via 
the following link.  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.careertools.com.au%2Fuploads%2Ffiles%2F662414%2FZqnGkCFbu0Coaq5Qo1419cij9bDebKwEMAiNjXSS.pdf%3F_gl%3D1*18iljrm*_gcl_au*NTMzNDIxNDAwLjE3ODcxODEwNTcuMTgzMjc2NTUxOC4xNzg3NzgyNjc2LjE3ODc3ODI2NzYuMTgxNzcwNzg4Ny4xNzg3NzgyNjc2LjE3ODc3ODI2NzY.&data=05%7C02%7Cnewsletter%40Iona.vic.edu.au%7C2b7dd0041ae641a9cb5008df03c16f86%7Ca5047f202b1d42d7a26d0e219f636de3%7C0%7C0%7C639233801482628750%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K5gZgY6GqLzY4u7XZc2onAO8tx4SUMWzbWcz%2BsSYXRs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.careertools.com.au%2Fuploads%2Ffiles%2F662414%2FZqnGkCFbu0Coaq5Qo1419cij9bDebKwEMAiNjXSS.pdf%3F_gl%3D1*18iljrm*_gcl_au*NTMzNDIxNDAwLjE3ODcxODEwNTcuMTgzMjc2NTUxOC4xNzg3NzgyNjc2LjE3ODc3ODI2NzYuMTgxNzcwNzg4Ny4xNzg3NzgyNjc2LjE3ODc3ODI2NzY.&data=05%7C02%7Cnewsletter%40Iona.vic.edu.au%7C2b7dd0041ae641a9cb5008df03c16f86%7Ca5047f202b1d42d7a26d0e219f636de3%7C0%7C0%7C639233801482628750%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K5gZgY6GqLzY4u7XZc2onAO8tx4SUMWzbWcz%2BsSYXRs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.careertools.com.au%2Fuploads%2Ffiles%2F662414%2FZqnGkCFbu0Coaq5Qo1419cij9bDebKwEMAiNjXSS.pdf%3F_gl%3D1*18iljrm*_gcl_au*NTMzNDIxNDAwLjE3ODcxODEwNTcuMTgzMjc2NTUxOC4xNzg3NzgyNjc2LjE3ODc3ODI2NzYuMTgxNzcwNzg4Ny4xNzg3NzgyNjc2LjE3ODc3ODI2NzY.&data=05%7C02%7Cnewsletter%40Iona.vic.edu.au%7C2b7dd0041ae641a9cb5008df03c16f86%7Ca5047f202b1d42d7a26d0e219f636de3%7C0%7C0%7C639233801482628750%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K5gZgY6GqLzY4u7XZc2onAO8tx4SUMWzbWcz%2BsSYXRs%3D&reserved=0


    

  

Girls in Physics Morning Tea 
 

 

On Monday, August 17, I attended a Physics Morning Tea hosted at The Gordon with other 

female physics students from Years 10 to 12. The event featured guest speaker Natalie 

Clements, who shared her journey to becoming a Medical Physicist and explained how 

radiology is used to treat cancer. We also had the opportunity to sit among other women 

working in physics-related fields, whilst engaging in fun and interactive activities.  

The purpose of the event was to expose young female students to potential careers in physics 

and encourage us to pursue opportunities in a traditionally male-dominated field. By hearing 

directly from women working in the industry, we gained a deeper understanding of the different 

pathways available to us.  

Personally, I thoroughly enjoyed listening to Natalie’s non-linear journey into her profession 

and speaking with her one-on-one about the steps I can take towards a future in physics. 

Something that stood out to me was that when Natalie first entered her profession, she was 

the only female Medical Physicist among 15 men in Victoria. Her message to us, “Be the 

change you want to see”, was inspiring. Opportunities like this provide valuable 

representation, inspiration and encouragement for female students considering careers in 

physics. 

Holly  

Year 10 Student 



    

  

Danielle Binks Year 7 Author Visit 
 

On Thursday, August 6th, our Year 7 cohort were fortunate to have the author Danielle 

Binks come and speak to them in the Resource Centre. 

Danielle is the author of the book The Year the Maps Changed, which our Year 7 students 

are currently studying in English class, as well as several other Young Adult books 

including her latest release, Shakespeare in the Orchard. 

It was wonderful to see our Year 7 students so engaged and interested in Danielle’s 

presentation about The Year the Maps Changed, her writing process and the stories 

behind the book. This experience has given our students a deeper understanding of the 

story and the events surrounding it. Not many students get to have these insights direct 

from the author about a text they are studying! 

During the lunch break Danielle presented her Building Blocks of Storytelling session to 

several students across the year levels who are interested in writing either as a hobby or 

as a career. These students got to pick Danielle’s brain not only about her writing process, 

but also about her experiences as a literary agent and lecturer in Fiction & Young Adult 

Writing at RMIT. 

We are grateful to be able to give our students these wonderful experiences to enhance 

their learning and expand their horizons. 

 

  

 
Sharon Cuthbertson 
Resource Assistant 

 



    

  

Science Week 
 
Last week Iona College celebrated National Science Week. Science Week celebrates all 
the learning and beauty of sciences, studied at school and in the world around us. 
The week was filled with daily science quizzes and lunchtime activities that many students 
and staff have got involved in. One of the highlights of the week, was the Watermelon 
Explosion at lunchtime on the central plaza, measuring how many rubber bands it takes. 
Turns out the answer is 267 rubber bands. A big thank you to Mr Lachlan Kelly and Miss 
Maddy O’Callaghan, who were adding the rubber bands at the time of the explosion and 
wore much of the watermelon on their faces, hair and clothing. Another highlight was the 
lunchtime escape room challenge that required students to solve problems using science 
to crack the codes. 
 
Thanks to all the teachers who helped and the students who got involved for making the 
week special. A special thanks to our wonderful lab techs Ms Regina Paganini, Ms Nicola 
Harker-Davies and Miss Sophia Powers for all they do in organising all our science pracs, 
managing the labs and making science fun (and safe). 
 

 

  
 
Tom Chalkley 
Assistant Head Catholic Identity (Justice and Liturgy) 



    

  

 

Columba Day 2027 
 

 
 

Columba Day – Friday 18 September 
A reminder that the Iona community will celebrate Columba Day on Friday 18 September, 
the final day of Term 3. 
 
What to Wear: Students are invited to wear their House colours, with House-themed 
fancy dress welcome. Students participating in the Staff vs Students Footy Game should 
bring sports attire to change into. 
 
A Day of Activities 
Students can look forward to a fun-filled day of House Music, games, the Dunk Tank, 
disco, 3v3 basketball knockout, volleyball/pickleball, quiet activities in the Resource 
Centre and the much-loved Staff vs Students Footy Game. 
 
Food & Canteen 
 
Students can use their Iona Student ID card to purchase/preorder food from the Iona 
Canteen. Please note that smoothies will no longer be available from the Iona Canteen, 
however hot chocolates will be available from the Iona Cottage for Year 7 -12 and Year 
12s will be able to purchase coffees.  
 
A range of food trucks will also be available, offering pizza, dumplings, Mexican, Twisto, 
churros, bao/pho and burgers. Food truck purchases can be made using cash or 
EFTPOS/debit card. 
 
Please refer to the menus below for available food options. Prices are subject to change. 
 



    

  

 
 

 



    

  

 

Term 3 Dates to Remember 

 
A printable version of the Dates to Remember is available online. Please note this is regularly 
updated as new events are added and changes are made.  

 
Thanks for your support.  

  
Damian, Kylie and Melissa  

https://iona.vic.edu.au/term-dates/

