lona College Geelong Procedures for Days of Catastrophic Fire Danger

Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest options in a
bushfire.
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School procedures for days of Catastrophic fire danger

Schools listed on the Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Catastrophic fire danger
day is declared in their weather district. Our school is not listed on the Bushfire At-Risk Register but has
been assessed as facing a risk of grassfire, so will close on any declared Catastrophic fire danger days.

We will provide as much notice of a Catastrophic fire danger day as we can. A Catastrophic day will be
declared the day before. Once we are advised of the declaration, we will provide you with advice before
the end of the school day.

Once a Catastrophic day has been declared, the rating will not change, regardless of
improvements in the weather forecast. This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative
care arrangements for your child.

It is also important to note that:

e No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to Catastrophic fire danger.

¢ Outside school hours activities will also be cancelled on these days.

e School camps will be cancelled if a Catastrophic fire danger day is determined for the weather district
in which the camp is located. (Camps in some bushland areas may also be cancelled in the event of
an Extreme fire danger day, but this will be determined on a case-by-case basis.)

e As a bus coordinating school, all bus routes will be cancelled.
On Catastrophic days, families are encouraged to enact their bushfire plan — on such days, children
should never be left at home alone or in the care of older children. For those in bushfire-prone areas,

fire services advise that the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of
Catastrophic days.

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, the school has a robust Emergency
Management Plan, and ensures that school grounds and facilities are well prepared for bushfire.

What can you do?
¢ Download the VicEmergency app to stay informed about emergencies and warnings in your area.

e Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up to date and includes alternative care
arrangements if our school is closed.
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e Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.

e Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, by checking our website, and by talking to your
child’s teacher or any other member of the teaching staff about our Emergency Management Plan.

e During the warmer months of the year, if you're planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a
coastal area, check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.

e If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and other emergencies, and your family’s
bushfire survival plan.



lona College Geelong Procedures for Days of Catastrophic Fire Danger

Letter to parents/carers advising Catastrophic day closure
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[Date]

Dear Parent/Carer
SCHOOL CLOSURE DUE TO FORECAST CATASTROPHIC FIRE DANGER DAY

| am writing to advise you that our school will be closed on [daté] due to a declared Catastrophic fire
danger day forecast for our area.

As our school is listed on the Bushfire At-Risk Register, it is a government requirement that the school
close on Catastrophic fire danger days for the safety of students, staff and families.

| realise that the closure of our school may result in you needing to make alternative arrangements for
your child; however, the safety of our students and staff remains our top priority. Given the predicted fire
weather conditions, we urge that your child is not left at home unattended or in the care of older children.

If you know of other parents who, for any reason, may not be aware of the school’s closure, please
contact them to help ensure they are aware that the school will be closed. Notices will be attached to the
school gates to ensure anyone arriving at school tomorrow is informed.

You should also explain to your child and family that our school will be closed. For safety reasons, no
staff will be permitted on site, and all Outside School Hours Care and other third-party providers that use
the school facilities will close also.

For up-to-date bushfire safety information, visit the CFA website www.cfa.vic.gov.au and VicEmergency
at https://emergency.vic.gov.au.

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding.
Yours sincerely

Damian McKew
Principal


http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/
https://emergency.vic.gov.au/
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Notice for exterior of school advising Catastrophic day closure
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SCHOOL CLOSED
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CATASTROPHIC FIRE DANGER

lona College Geelong is closed today, [date], due to a declared
Catastrophic fire danger day. As the school is recognised as being
vulnerable to bushfire, it is required to cease all activities, with no staff or
students permitted on site from midnight to midnight.

Outside School Hours Care and other activities on the school grounds are
also cancelled.

We apologise for the inconvenience; however, we must always prioritise
the safety of our students and staff.

You are strongly urged to avoid leaving children at home or in the
care of older children. If you live in a bushfire-prone area, fire services
advise the safest thing to do is to activate your bushfire plan and leave
early before a fire starts.

For any questions, please contact [contact number for the day].

Thank you for your understanding.
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