
    

  

9 May 2024 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
The month of May can be described in many ways including ‘Miserable May’ for those slowed down by 
injury or illness, ‘Manageable May’ for those contentedly moving through their daily routine and 
‘Motivating May’ for those keenly chasing goals in learning and Winter sport. Our community also 
celebrates ‘Mothering May’, which specifically focuses on celebrating mothers and the art of ‘mothering’.  
This Sunday we celebrate all mothers and those who fulfil the role of ‘mothering’, recognising that families 
thrive because of the ‘mothering’ of various people such as aunts, step-parents, close friends and fathers. 
We are also inspired by Mary, the mother of Jesus, who showed courage in doing what God asked despite 
her uncertainty. She loved her son selflessly and is a model of love for mothers all over the world.  

At this time of the year, we honour mothers and ‘mothering’ figures who are present in our lives and who 
are no longer with us. We give thanks to them for their care, guidance and love. We pray for all who 
‘mother’… 

 
On this Mother’s Day, we pray for your blessing on all women who have loved and nurtured us 
throughout our lives. We give thanks to the mothers who have guided and protected us, who have 
taught and encouraged us. 

 

We give thanks to mothers who have passed away, birth mothers, adoptive mothers, foster 

mothers, grandmothers, aunties, sisters, and all women who take on a motherly role. 

We ask your blessing, dear Lord, upon mothers who have lost children, that they may have your 
continuing strength and courage. We ask your blessing too, upon those who would like to be 
mothers. Pour your blessings upon all women today. Give them the strength to live the faithful and 
loving lives you call them to live. Protect and guide them. Keep them in your care. Our Lady, a role 
model for all women, pray for us.   Amen. 

 

 

 
  



    

  

Geelong Viqueque Friendship Schools 
 
Our school is a member of Geelong Viqueque Friendship Schools (GVFS) which is a registered charity in 
Geelong. This organization improves educational outcomes for students living in the district of Viqueque, 
Timor Leste. Timor Leste is one of Australia’s closest neighbours, yet the people there experience vastly 
different living conditions than we do. Almost 50% of the population live in multi-dimensional poverty with 
a low standard of living, and a lack of adequate health care and education. We are excited to share that 
through GVFS we have a sister school in Viqueque, St Estevao. We offer friendship to their staff and 289 
students and hope to one day have Iona staff and students deepen this friendship by visiting them.  

During May, we, alongside other Geelong schools including Clonard, Sacred Heart, St Joseph’s, Geelong 
High, Christian College, Geelong Grammar and Kardinia, will support GVFS initiatives by promoting the 
raising of funds for educational resources and teacher training. We ask families to consider participating in 
the ‘Cans for Scholarships’ initiative by recycling bottles, cans, and some tetra packs at the recycling 
stations across our region. Every eligible container recycled helps the environment and earns 10c for GVFS, 
if the recycler nominates GVFS as the recipient of the rebate. This month It would be wonderful if our 
community of families and friends could support this initiative, which doesn’t really cost anything, so that 
we can help hit the GVFS target of $5000 over the next 12 months.  Every dollar raised goes directly 
towards supporting a young person in their education. 

 
To direct your 10c recycling rebate to GVFS: 

1. Download the CDS-Vic West App from the App Store on your phone. Ensure you download the West App 
(NOT the East or North version of the App). 

2. Click on ‘Charities’ and search ‘Cans for Scholarships’ 

3. Set this as your favourite and start raising funds to help keep kids at school in Timor-Leste 

4. At the recycling station, open the App, scan the barcode and feed in your bottles, cans, and eligible tetra 
packs. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  



    

  

Routley’s Pie and Sweets Drive  
 

 
 
Another great initiative supporting GVFS is the Routley’s Pie and Sweets drive where 25% of total school 
orders go directly to the GVFS Scholarship Program! These scholarships support young people to attend 
school. Order and pay through the online portal and you or your young person can collect your delicious 
goods at Iona on Thursday afternoon, June 6!  

Central Australia 2025 Information Session – for current Year 9 students 
 
An online information session about Central Australia 2025 will be held next Monday 13th May at 6 pm. 
Parents and Carers of current Year 9 students were emailed the meeting link on Tuesday. Please join the 
meeting if you are interested and bring along your Year 9 student too. For those who cannot attend, a 
recording will be emailed to all families the day following the meeting. 

 

Student Absences 
 
A reminder to all parents: please log student absences into PAM. If an absence is not logged by 10 am, a 
reminder SMS will be sent. You have until 12 pm to log the absence on PAM. 

 
1) Login to PAM - https://pam.iona.vic.edu.au/ 

  

https://fundraising.routleysbakery.com.au/store/iona-college-geelong-thursday-6th-june/
https://pam.iona.vic.edu.au/
https://fundraising.routleysbakery.com.au/store/iona-college-geelong-thursday-6th-june/


    

  

2) Select Parent Notified Absence 

 

 

 
3) Select the blue ‘Add Absence’ button. 

 
  



    

  

4) From here select the ‘Reason’ for the absence and the absence period. 

 
 

If you are having any issues logging an absence please feel free to call reception. 

Year 10,2025 Online Information Night 
 

 
 
Attention all parents and carers of Year 10 students for 2025: You and your young people are invited to a 
'Year 10,2025 Online Information Night'. This event is a valuable opportunity for our future Year 10s to 
learn about subject selection and pathway opportunities. Attendance is highly encouraged by you and your 
young person.  

 
Details: 

Date: Monday 27 May 2024 

Time: 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

 
The online meeting link will be sent closer to the day. 

 
Mrs Melissa Gould 

Deputy Principal, Learning 

 



    

  

Year 7 ‘ Young Person and Mother Figure’ Night 

 
Please RSVP via the following link. An email will also follow. 

  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kmqzk1J4P0iz2zRCwm_fcc62JVHbUGVPlAOJmBA2cHxUM1RGMElUMERYSDlMNDdZSUtGNEI4T0QzUSQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kmqzk1J4P0iz2zRCwm_fcc62JVHbUGVPlAOJmBA2cHxUM1RGMElUMERYSDlMNDdZSUtGNEI4T0QzUSQlQCN0PWcu


    

  

Maths@Iona 
 
Hi Maths enthusiasts! I wanted to share with you all that this Sunday 12th of May is not only Mother's Day, 
but it is also International Women in Maths Day. 

 
The 12th of May is chosen as it is the birthday of Maryam Mirzakhani. Maryam was an Iranian 
mathematician and the first woman to win the Fields Medal – the world's most prestigious mathematics 

prize - in 2014.  Maryam did not grow up wanting to become a mathematician. As a child, she loved to read 

and make up stories and thought she might be a writer. However she eventually discovered a passion for 
mathematics and proved to be brilliant at it.  

 
Mirzakhani worked on a variety of problems related to hyperbolic geometry, which describes surfaces that 
are curved like a Pringles potato chip or the curly ends of a leaf of kale! Maryam described herself as a 
"slow" mathematician, saying that "you have to spend some energy and effort to see the beauty of math." 
A lesson for all our budding mathematics students – mathematics is not a race! As Maryam said, “It is like 
being lost in a jungle and trying to use all the knowledge that you can gather to come up with some new 
tricks, and with some luck, you might find a way out.” Unfortunately, Maryam Mirzakhani died aged only 40 
years old, just three years after winning the Fields Medal, from cancer.  

 
We are lucky at Iona to have so many enthusiastic women and girls teaching and learning in the 
mathematics space – some of them in action on the following page! 

 
Last week I shared the “1% Question” with you all. The 1% question is a question that only 1% of Australians 
were able to get correct! How did you go? Did you get the answer?! 

 

 
 

The next two vowels that Britanay must sing are…………UA        

This is because the pattern is the vowels in order for each day of the week, i.e 

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY 



    

  

 

 
Lou Keating 

Mathematics Domain and Numeracy Leader 

  



    

  

Art Department News 
 
Our Art Department has been busy with many exciting projects: 

 

1. Year 8 Collages.  Using the principles of Art to create an Australian Landscape out of paper. 

 

 
 

2. Year 9 – iCreate Posca markers were used to create artwork inspired by Australian Artist Kaylene 
Whiskey. 

 

 
 



    

  

3. Our VCD Unit 1 Students have been exploring elements of design, the first unit of study being 

reframing design problems.  The Student folios show a diverse range of drawing and exploration of 

design principles, including a “real world” task of looking to re-brand our canteen.  They move 

through the idea development, logo design, packaging and signage ideas in their folios. 

 

  

 

 



    

  

 

 

 
 



    

  

Term 2 Dates to Remember 
 

 
 

 
Thanks for your support. 

  
Damian, Kylie and Melissa  


