
    

  

14 March 2024 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
Our staff began this week with a special morning tea in celebration of Catholic Education Week. Iona is one 
of 295 Catholic Schools educating approximately 113,000 primary and secondary school children, within the 
Melbourne Archdiocese. This week we celebrate who we are and our connection to Catholic education. We 
stand alongside other schools who also share the Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) vision 
which aims to motivate and enable students to act, flourish and enrich the world around them. Our staff 
support our students to achieve their best, and they value the input of parents who are the first educators 
of their children. We are proud of our Catholic identity which, over the past few years, we have worked 
hard to embed. Our Catholic faith tradition is evident in our rituals, language, actions, symbols, policies, 
procedures and our way of being. We acknowledge and thank all members of our community who 

contribute to our Catholic identity through their support and participation.     

 

 
 

This Friday, Iona will be represented by staff and four Year 9 students at the Catholic Education Week Mass 
at St Patrick’s Cathedral, East Melbourne. We look forward to sharing photos of this special event in the 
Weekly News next week.  

  
As we near the end of Term 1, fundraising efforts for St Mary’s Uganda and Caritas will come to an end for 
2024. We are really hopeful that we can hit our target of $5000 for Uganda as the money is so important to 
the growth of children, physically, emotionally and academically.   

 
Catholic schools get involved in Social Justice because it is a key part of our faith tradition. Through our 
interactions with young people, we hope that our students are inspired by the Gospels to act for justice and 
the common good. We encourage our community to see the potential of each person, and we grow in the 
hope that we embed a commitment to those most in need and a desire to stand in solidarity to make a 
difference in the world. Social action of charity, advocacy and fundraising are opportunities for our school 
community to show concern for social justice in our local community and the wider world and stand in 

solidarity with those in need.    

  



    

  

In these final weeks of the term, please get behind our fundraising by remembering to donate an Easter 

egg, sell and return raffle tickets and/or make a donation through the Canteen shop via the fundraising tab.  

Our ‘Easter hamper working bee’ will be held on Monday 25th March from 9-10.30 am. We would be really 
appreciative of any parent helpers who could come along and put together the raffle hampers or any 
donations of small baskets suitable for hampers. Baskets can be dropped off at Reception. Please note, all 
volunteers must have a valid Working With Children’s Check. If you are available, please click on the 
following link to register online.  

 
Monetary contributions can also be made through our online canteen. Simply jump onto the Online 
Canteen, navigate to the Iona College Fundraising tab and select the amount you would like to donate.  

 

 
The impact that small donations make a huge difference to children who are keen to learn yet face the 
barrier of hunger on a daily basis 

  

 
Donations can still be made to Caritas via the QR code or the collection boxes in Community Groups.  

  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=IH8EpR0r10KibQ4hn2Nt43RnzlE9MZVIqJut9-IEpMxUN0dIQkpNRFhIVFRCUjExMEc3UkFDRVZRMS4u
https://shop.iona.vic.edu.au/
https://shop.iona.vic.edu.au/


    

  

Casual Clothes Day   

 

Students are invited to wear casual clothes for the cost of a gold coin on Monday 25th March.  Money raised 

will support St Mary’s, Uganda. When choosing clothing for this day, we encourage students to wear 

comfortable clothing that enables learning to take place. Please keep in mind that HPE classes will still be 
taking place on this day. Due to our sunsmart approach, students are asked not to wear singlets or midriff 

tops and to wear closed-toed shoes.  As part of our OHS requirements, all students are required to tie their 

hair up and refrain from wearing any jewellery.  

Nazareth Parish Mass  
 

A reminder that the Nazareth Parish Mass is this Sunday at 9 am in the Resource Centre. All are welcome!  

Staffing Updates and News 
 
New to Iona 

 
We’d like to warmly welcome the following new staff members who have joined us during Term 1: 

 
LSOs Team: 

• Monique Frittoli 

• Bradley Verbeek- LSO Trainee 

• Sam Douglas- LSO Trainee 

• Elke Aulesbrook 

• Sibiya De Noronha 

• Jacob Talarico 

 
Canteen Team as the new Canteen Assistant: 

• Deb Magnabosco 

Maintenance Team: 

• Kade Walter 

Welcome all to the Iona team, we are delighted to have you on board.  

 
Farewell 

 
We also say farewell to Ms Grace Brodie who has been part of LSO as well as the Administration Team as 
Student Reception. We thank you for your valuable contribution to Iona during this time and wish you well 
on your next adventures.  

 
Staff Graduations 

Congratulations to the following staff members who have recently graduated from their respective studies: 

 
Michael Rimmer - (Bachelor of Health and Physical Education) 

Monique Frittoli  - (Bachelor of Psychological Science) 

Sam James - (Bachelor of Health and Physical Education/English) 

Rachelle Spadoni – (Bachelor of Teaching/ Bachelor of Arts) 

Carmen Ahearn –(Masters of Educational Leadership) 

Sarah Cross –  (Masters of Educational Leadership) 



    

  

Uniform Update from PSW 
 
PSW has been made aware of some quality issues, in relation to the fleece trackpants, with double-
piping.  The issues are largely around, but not limited to, fading and shrinkage.  Both are being dealt with, as 

a matter of urgency.  As a result, PSW has halted production and sales of this item, until a solution is 

found.  Thus, these trackpants are not available to purchase, at this time. 

 
Anyone who is experiencing similar issues is encouraged to take the item, along with proof-of-purchase 
back to PSW, Geelong, for exchange. 

 

The school does have another trackpant available for purchase at PSW.  There is plenty of stock to 

accommodate the entire school and PSW is reviewing the pricing, to ensure accessibility for all families. 

 
PSW has offered apologies for any inconvenience caused and will endeavour to have this matter cleared up 
as quickly as possible. Thanks for your patience and understanding. 

Girls in STEM 

  
 
Last Wednesday 6th March, on the eve of International Women’s Day, 16 students were invited to attend 
the annual Girls in STEM Day hosted by the Geelong Tech School. The students had the opportunity to 
engage in hands-on workshops, interactive experiments, and inspiring talks delivered by accomplished 
female professionals who have excelled in their respective STEM fields. We are proud of the way in which 
our Iona students collaborated and engaged in the group activities, bringing their unique perspectives and 

talents which will no doubt be essential in shaping the future of innovation.   

 
Mr Patrick Hagan 

Teacher 



    

  

International Women’s Day Event at Saint Ignatius Drysdale 

 
 
Last week, on Tuesday the 12th of March, a group of seven students (myself included), were lucky enough to 
be invited to attend an International Women's Day event at Saint Ignatius in Drysdale. When we arrived, we 
were greeted with warm hospitality and delicious food. Later, we were ushered into a presentation room 
where we listened in awe to Nicole Livingstone. Nicole has lived an extraordinary life; representing Australia 
at the Olympics three times as an elite swimmer, continuing on to be a TV broadcaster for many years (the 
Olympic later this year will be her 11th as a commentator), and then broke down numerous walls by being 
appointed as the CEO of the AFLW. Our key takeaways from this event were to always believe in yourself 
and surround yourself with a positive support system, as well as realising the importance of gender equality 
and how we can work to reach a state of harmony between genders.  

 
We learned about revolutionary women of the past and how crucial it is to honour them and pay tribute to 

their achievements. Nicole also shared some wisdom from her late Mum that struck a chord with many of 

us – nobody can take as good care of you as yourself, and when you get knocked down be sure to get up, 
dust yourself off and move forward. We left Saint Ignatius feeling inspired and motivated to chase our 
dreams no matter what. A huge shout-out must go to Mr Wood and Mr Mills for giving up their time to 
drive us there and accompany us to this event. We are all super grateful for this opportunity afforded to us.  

 
Evie McNamara  

Year 9 Student 

  



    

  

Maths @ Iona 
 
The Maths Faculty at Iona is now offering Maths Club at lunchtime every Tuesday and Thursday! Maths 
Club is a time when students from all year levels are welcome to get assistance with their maths classwork 
or homework at school. Various maths teachers will be available at this time in Room B08 – students may 
bring their lunch along to the sessions alongside their work. 

 
You may like to encourage your young person to attend if: 

• they need extra assistance with concepts taught in class 

• they are busy after school with extracurricular activities and would benefit from getting their 
homework done during school time 

• they love maths and would like to ask some extended questions 

• they have had an assessment and would like to review their result 

 

We hope to see some students making the most of the world's greatest resource- maths teachers!         

 
Whilst we are enjoying spending time looking at mathematical problem solving with the students at school, 
you as a family may like to challenge yourselves with the following online maths game! Summle - a daily 

maths game  If you have seen the show ‘Letters and Numbers’ you’ll recognise these problems are in a 

similar style. Enjoy!  

 
Ms. Lou Keating  

Maths and Numeracy Leader 

Uniform Reminders 
 
I extend my gratitude on behalf of the Wellbeing Team for the adherence to our school uniform standards 
by the majority of our families. Witnessing the school represented with such pride, in accordance with our 
uniform guidelines, is pleasing to see as we form our school culture of wearing the uniform well. However, 
there are still some areas where refinement is needed. 

 
I kindly request that you discuss with your young person if they are not fully complying with the uniform 
policy. We aim to avoid beginning the day with discussions about incorrect attire. Here are some specific 
areas for improvement: 

 

• Incorrect socks with the Iona sport uniform (this includes wearing formal socks) 

• Wearing scarves with short-sleeve shirts 

• Excessive earrings or makeup 

• Non-school-approved pants 

• Wearing a combination of formal and sport uniform (mostly incorrect shoes) 

 
As we strive for continuous growth and development, we are actively refining and updating our school 
uniform. In collaboration with our students, we will be looking to introduce the following: 

• Long-sleeve polo tops 

• An improved design of shorts where students will no longer be able to roll up their shorts 

 
  

https://summle.net/
https://summle.net/


    

  

Please note that should a student decide to wear the formal uniform with a tie the students should have 
their shirt tucked in. Wear it well and the uniform looks amazing. 

 
Your cooperation in addressing these matters is greatly appreciated. 

 
Mr Craig Durran 

Head of Positive Behaviours 

Indonesian Food Festival 
 

 
 
Indonesian food will be showcased this weekend as part of the Melbourne Food and Wine Festival. Head to 
the Queen Vic Market to sample some of the amazing cuisine offered by one of our closest neighbours. As 
an added bonus, it will give you a fantastic opportunity to practice your ‘Bahasa Indonesia!’ 

  



    

  

News from the Food Technology Kitchens 

 

   
 

The term is coming to a quick finish and for the students in the Food Technology kitchens that means Term 
1 assessments! The last couple of weeks have seen students from Year 8 to 10 use the design process to 
create some very creative and delicious dishes.  

 

• Year 8’s have been producing their own healthy hamburgers. 

• Year 9’s have been researching multicultural dishes and designing a food truck that showcases 
their chosen cuisine.  

• Year 10’s have been looking at the influences on their food choices, with a particular focus on 
social media and choosing a recipe that they have seen and are keen to try.  

 
As for the VCE Food Studies Unit 1 students, have been introduced to food in a way they haven’t looked at 
before, where they are learning about the historical and geographical influences around the world on our 
major food commodities. Investigating different ingredients such as chocolate, coffee, grains, sugar and 
spices and how they are used in contemporary recipes.  

 
If your young person is currently studying food technology make sure you get them talking about what they 
have done and even better cooking a meal or two at home! 

 
Mrs Jacqueline Huxtable  

Teacher 



    

  

Sports News 
 
Gissa Swimming Carnival 

 

  
 

The GISSA Swimming Carnival saw students from across all year levels compete against other schools in the 
next level up from our Iona carnival at Kardinia Aquatic Centre. Some outstanding efforts included these 
placings below: 

 
Charlie Parker – 2nd 50m Freestyle, 1st 50m Freestyle, 1st 50m Butterfly 

Layla McInnes – 3rd 50m Butterfly, 1st 50m Freestyle, 1st 50m Backstroke 

Boys 14Yr Relay – 3rd (Elliot Sullivan, Charlie Parker, Keenan West, Max Flakemore) 

Javis Collett – 2nd 50m Freestyle 

Jack Davidson – 1st 50m Freestyle 

Elliot Sullivan – 2nd 50m Freestyle  

Keenan West – 3rd 50m Freestyle 

 
Inter Boys and Girls Futsal 

 
It was so great to see our Futsal teams represent  Iona at the recent Intermediate Futsal Competition and 
display their talents and sportsmanship throughout the day. They all did well to reach the semi-finals! 
Players of the day were Archie Fulford and Tahlia Kalaitzidis. 

 

   
 

  



    

  

Senior Boys Cricket Grand Final   
 

 
Iona’s best male cricketers competed in the GISSA Senior Cricket T20 competition. Through the course of 
Term 1, the boys played matches after school. The Iona boys did themselves and our school proud, 
ultimately losing the grand final by 1 heartbreaking run to Saint Ignatius. The boys were competing against 
year 12 students, and we had a very young team with 4 year 9’s, 3 year 10’s, and 5 year 11’s. Thanks to Mr 
Higgins and Mr Chalkley who coached the side. Thanks to the boy’s parents for picking them up from the 
grounds and their support at the games across the season.  

 
Game 1 v Saint Ignatius at Barwon Heads, 21/2 

Saint Ignatius 5/121 (20 overs) defeated Iona 10/53 (13.2 overs) 

 
Game 2 v Christian College at Ceres, 5/3 

Christian College 5/128 (20 overs) lost to Iona 3/130 (18.4 overs) 

 
Grand Final v Saint Ignatius at Barwon Heads, 13/3 

 
Saint Ignatius 6/108 (20 overs) defeated Iona 8/107 (20 overs) 

 
A complete Match Report by Mr Tom Chalkley, including a blow-by-blow account of each of these games is 
available online for you to peruse.  

Canteen Specials Week Starting Monday 18 March 
 
Monday-Pasta Special 

• Bacon Mac and Cheese 

• Mac and cheese 

Tuesday-Asian Cuisine Inspired Day 

• Japanese mild curry pork tonkatsu  

• Japanese mild curry vegetable tonkatsu  

Wednesday- Sub of the day 

• Beef meatballs in Napoli sauce with cheese and south-west sauce 

• Vegetable meatballs in Napoli sauce with cheese and south-west sauce 

  

https://iona.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Iona-Cricket-Match-Report.docx


    

  

Thursday- Mexican day- 

• Pulled beef, Mexican rice and cheese burrito with salsa and sour cream 

• Bean, vegetable, Mexican rice and cheese burrito with salsa and sour cream 

Friday-Burger Day- 

• Beef, fried onion, pickles, chilli jam, spinach, tomato burger cheese and ranch 

There will be a vegetarian special every day alongside the Meat special. 

Iona Meet the Team  
 

 
 
Meet Eamonn Vines, one of our passionate Humanities teachers. 
 
Eamonn's journey into teaching was inspired by his genuine desire to make a positive impact on the lives of 
students. The most rewarding part of his job is developing positive relationships with his students and 
guiding them in the right direction.  

 
Eamonn decided to join the Iona team as he was drawn by the school's positive reputation in the 

community and the opportunity to be a part of a growing new school.   

 
Outside of teaching, Eamonn enjoys spending time with his dog, Apollo, an Alaskan Malamute. He’s a 
devoted Melbourne Demons supporter. In his spare time, Eamonn represents Geelong in cricket. 

When it comes to music, Eamonn's favourite artist is J. Cole, and he enjoys TV shows like "Game of 
Thrones" and his favourite movie is "The Lord of the Rings."  

 
Eamonn's words of wisdom for the student body are: "Believe in yourself." He encourages students to have 
confidence in their abilities and to pursue their dreams.Welcome to the Iona team Eamonn!  

 
 



    

  

Dates to Remember in 2024 

 
 

Thanks for your support,  
 
Damian, Kylie and Melissa 

 


